26th JAnuary, 1803.

Read the firft and fecond time, and ordered to be committed to a Com-
mittee of the whole House on Monday next.

4th FesruarY, 1803.

Amended, and ordered to be engroffed.

A BILIL

T'o prevent the importation of Certain Persons, whose admission. is pro-
hibited by certain laws of the State Governments.

Be it enalied, by the Senate and Houfe of Reprefenta-

ot

2 tives of the United States of America, in Congrefs affembled,
3 That from and after the firt day of April next, no mafter or cap-
4 tain of any {hip or veflel, or any other perfon, thall import or bring,
5 or caule to be imported or brought, any negro, mulatto, or other
6 perfon of color, into any portor place of the United States, which
7 portor place fhall be fituated i.n any ftate which by law has pro-
8 hibited or fhall prohibit the admiffion or importation of fuch negro,
9 mulatto, or other perfon of color, under the penalty of one thou-

10 f{and dollars for each and every negro, mulatto, or other perfon of
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color aforefaid, imported or brought into the United States as

| afé;lléfaid, to be fued for and recovered by afion of debt in any

court of the United States, one half thereof to the ufe of the
United States, and ‘the other half to the ufe of any perfon profe-
cuting for the fame, and in any action brought for the penalty
aforefaid, the perfon or perfons fued fhall be held to {pecial
bail.

Sect. 2. And be it further enacted, That no thip or veflel ar-
riving in any of the faid ports of the United States fituated as
aforefaid, ‘aﬁd ha\}ing on board any negro, mulatto, or other
perfon of color, contrary to the meaning and intention of this a,
or of the laws of the refpe@ive ftates prohibiting the admiffion
or importation' of fuch negro, mulatto, or other perfon of color,
fhall be admitted to an entry.. . .And if any fuch negro, mulatto,

or otherperfon of color fhall be landed from on board any fuch

- thip or veffel in any of the ports aforefaid, or on the coafts of any

ftate prohibiting the admiffion ar importation as aforefaid, the
faid ﬂlip or veflel, together with her tackle, apparel and furniture,

fhall be forfeited to the United States 5 one half of the nett pro-

_ceeds of the fales, on fuch forfeiture, to accrue and be paid over

to fuch perfon or perfons on whofe information the feizure fhall
be made.

SEcT. 5. dnd be it further enacted, That it fhall be the duty
of the collefors and other officers of the cuftoms, and all other

officers of the revenue of the United States in the {everal ports
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4 {ituated as aforefaid, to notice and be governed by the provifions
5 of the laws of the feveral ftates now exifting, prohibiting the admif-
6 fion or importation of any negro, mulatto, or other perfons of
7 color, and they are hereby required and enjoined vigilently to
8 car;'y into effe@ the faid laws of faid ftate, conformably to the
9 provifions of this a&, any law of the United States to the contrary

10 notwithftanding.

DUANE & SON, PRINTIRS.



